
Art Overview 
G O LCA R J UNIO R,  INFA NT  A ND NUR SER Y 



Intent Statement 
Why is it important to teach Art?
Art creates an opportunity for children to communicate without using words. It allows 
experimentation with different media and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art 
and design. It encourages children of all abilities to develop and share their ideas, 
experiences and imagination and allows them to express themselves in a safe and 
stimulating environment.

What does Art look like at Golcar JIN?
At Golcar JIN we give children opportunities, from EYFS to Year 6, to develop their curiosity 
and confidence in their own abilities so that they can create without boundaries. We aspire to 
promote self-esteem, risk taking and to not be afraid to make mistakes. Children are 
encouraged to be able to communicate their own experiences and emotions through their 
artwork. In order to do this, we explore different artists and a range of materials and 
techniques. Sketchbooks are used as a working document to record ideas and observations. 
The children are taught to develop the skills to choose their own media appropriate to the 
task and to be able to explain, evaluate and improve on their choices.

How do we promote learning in Art?
•Showcases of children's work 
•Cross-curricular links to subjects and topics showing how art is relevant in society
•Art projects based on other countries and cultures as part of our Window to the World



How our art curriculum meets our 
communities needs

As a school we have chosen to follow the Kapow scheme of work. The 
scheme is written by experts in their field and designed to give pupils 
every opportunity to develop their ability, nurture their talent and 
interests, express their ideas and thoughts about the world, as well as 
learning about art and artists across cultures and through history. 

The scheme supports pupils to meet the National Curriculum end of key 
stage attainment targets and is ensuring progression of skills. 

Adjustments have been made to when some of the units are taught 
(change to year group / term) to better fit with the history topics being 
taught. Where changes have been made, we have ensured each year 
group is still covering the four strands: drawing, painting and mixed 
media, sculpture and 3D, craft and design.  



Art Curriculum Map 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Early Years Drawing 

Marvellous 

Marks 

Autumn craft

Autumn wreath

Winter craft

Threaded 

snowflakes 

Christmas craft

Salt dough 

decorations 

Paint and 

mixed media 

Paint My World

Sculpture and 

3D

Creation Station 

Sun catchers

Easter Threading

Craft and 

design 

Let’s Get Crafty 

Summer craft

Salt painting 

Year 1 Painting and mixed media 

Colour splash 

Make Your Mark –

Paper Sculpture and Natural 

Sculpture – Andy 

Goldsworthy

Craft and design – Woven 

Wonders

Year 2 Painting and mixed media 

Life in colour  

Craft and design

Map it out

Sculpture and 3D

Clay houses 

Craft and Design

Map It Out



Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Year 3 Drawing 

Developing 

drawing skills

Painting and 

mixed media 

Prehistoric 

painting 

Sculpture and 3D

Abstract shape and space 

Take One Picture project

Craft and design

Fabric of nature

Year 4 Drawing 

Exploring tone, 

texture and 

proportion 

Craft and 

design 

Ancient 

Egyptian 

scrolls 

Painting and mixed media

Light and dark

Sculpture and 3D

Mega materials 

Take One Picture project

Year 5 Drawing 

Depth, 

emotion and 

movement   

Painting and 

mixed media

Portraits

Sculpture and 3D

Interactive installation  

Take One Picture project

Craft and design 

Architecture 

Year 6 Drawing

Expressing 

ideas

Painting and 

mixed media

Artist study 

Sculpture and 3D

Making memories 

Craft and design

Photo opportunity 

Take One Picture project



Golcar Goals – EYFS

Know the names of a wide 

range of colours.

Understand that colours 

can be mixed to make new 

colours.

Name simple shapes in art.

Know that lines can be curved 

or straight and described in 

simple terms such as: ‘wiggley’, 

‘straight’, ‘round’.

Know that modelling materials 

can be shaped using hands or 

tools.

Make patterns with 

objects/colours/drawn marks 

and be able to describe it.

Use simple terms to describe 

what something feels like (eg. 

bumpy).

Know that there are different 

shades of the same colour 

and identify colours as ‘light’ 

or ‘dark’.



Golcar Goals – Year 1

Remember that the primary 

colours are red, yellow and 

blue.

Know how to mix them to 

create secondary colours. 

Create three dimensional 

art  and know that this is 

called sculpture. 

Recognise a range of 2D 

shapes and be able to 

draw these

Use drawing tools in a 

variety of ways to create 

different lines.

Understand that pattern is a 

design in which shapes, 

colours or lines are 

repeated. 

Understand that texture 

means ‘what something 

feels like.’

Understand that there are 

different shades (or ‘hues’) 

of the same colour.

Use different drawing tools 

to make different marks. 

Know that an artist is 

someone who creates and 

that artists choose 

materials that suit what they 

want to make. 



Golcar Goals – Year 2

Create hues of secondary 

colours with different 

amounts of paint and water. 

Mix, apply and refine colour 

mixing for purpose. 

Create compositions, 

understanding that this 

means how things are 

arranged on a page.

Continue to extend their 

practical ability to create 3D 

sculptural forms.

Create patterns of their 

own. 

Shape collage materials to 

make shapes in an image.

Use lines to fill shapes, 

make outlines and add 

detail or pattern. 

Identify natural and man-

made patterns. 

Use drawing techniques 

such as hatching, 

scribbling, stippling, and 

blending. 

Select and use appropriate 

tools and materials to 

create textures. 

Recognise that illustrators 

use drawn lines to show 

how characters feel. 

Recognise that people 

make art to help others 

understand something. 



Golcar Goals – Year 3

Create contrast by using light 

and dark colours next to each 

other.

Increase awareness and 

understanding of mixing colour 

and recognise that paint colours 

can be mixed using natural 

substances. 

Recognise that three 

dimensional forms are either 

organic or geometric and that 

organic forms can be abstract. 

Identify and draw shapes within 

images and objects. 

Create different types of lines 

using different tools or the 

same tool in different ways.

Have a knowledge and 

understanding of pattern.

Construct a variety of patterns. 

Analyse and describe texture 

within artists’ work. 

Understand that ‘tone’ in art 

means ‘light and dark’ and have 

skill and control when applying 

it. 

Use basic shading rules.

From direct observation, apply 

and use geometry and tonal 

shading when drawing. 

Use a range of drawing media.

Increase skill and control when 

painting. 

Understand that art from the 

past can give us clues about 

what it was like to live at that 

time.



Golcar Goals – Year 4

Create shades and tints and use 

effectively within their work. 

Create a 3D effect by using 

lighter and darker tints and 

shades of colour. 

Create simple 3D forms by 

layering, folding and rolling 

materials. 

Form more complex shapes and 

patterns using basic shapes. 

Analyse and describe how 

artists use line in their work.

Use lighter, darker, thicker or 

thinner lines to add expression 

or movement to a drawing. 

Create original designs for 

patterns. 

Create a motif and recognise 

that a motif can be arranged in 

different ways to make varied 

patterns. 

Use texture more purposefully 

to achieve a specific effect or to 

replicate a natural surface. 

Use tone to create contrast. 

Draw still life from observation.

Increase skill and control when 

painting. 

Understand that artists make 

choices about what, how and 

where they create art.

Art is influenced by the time and 

place it was made, and this 

affects how people interpret it.



Golcar Goals – Year 5

Use colour to create an 

atmosphere or to represent 

feelings.

Experiment with the size and 

scale of three-dimensional 

artwork to change the effect of 

the piece. 

Analyse and evaluate artists’ 

use of shape. 

Use shape to place key 

elements in a composition. 

Extend understanding of line 

use, including how artists use 

them to control what the viewer 

looks at within a composition. 

Use pattern to add expressive 

detail to art works.  

Create texture on different 

materials. 

Analyse artists’ use of tone.

Have an increasing 

sophistication when using tone 

in drawing. 

Further develop drawing from 

observation.

Control brush strokes and apply 

tints and shades when painting. 

Increase skill and control when 

painting. 

Understand that artists are 

influenced by what is going on 

around them.

Artists can choose their 

medium to create a particular 

effect on the viewer.

Artists can combine materials; 

for example, digital imagery, 

with paint or print.



Golcar Goals – Year 6

Express feelings and emotions 

through colour.

Create ‘monochromatic’ artwork 

using tints and shades of just 

one colour. 

Understand how artists 

manipulate materials to create 

texture. 

Fluently sketch key shapes of 

objects when drawing, 

recognising how shape and 

space can support creating 

effective composition. 

Deepen knowledge and use of 

line.

Recognise how it is used 

beyond drawing and can be 

applied to other art forms. 

Create sophisticated artwork 

using their own knowledge of 

pattern. 

Study and apply the techniques 

of other artists. 

Further increase awareness of 

using tone. 

Apply new techniques such as 

negative drawing, chiaroscuro, 

expression, sketching and still 

life. 

Paint with greater skill and 

control, applying tonal 

techniques and more complex 

colour theory to own work. 

Describe, interpret and evaluate 

the work, ideas and processes 

used by artists across a variety 

of disciplines, being able to 

describe how the cultural and 

historical context may have 

influenced their creative work.



EYFS Key Vocabulary 

fold 

bend 

crease 

roll 

wrap 

strip 

cut 

create design 

plan template 

rip 

scrunch stick 

tear 



Year 1 Key Vocabulary 



Year 2 Key Vocabulary 



Year 3 Key Vocabulary 



Year 4 Key Vocabulary 



Year 5 Key Vocabulary 



Year 6 Key Vocabulary 



Impact Measures 

We know learning has been successful in this subject area because:

• Pupils demonstrate high levels of enthusiasm and motivation towards art, frequently 
expressing interest in their projects.

• By the end of their primary education, pupils exhibit a high degree of competency in 
using various art techniques and mediums, evidencing the progression of skills 
outlined in the curriculum.

• Learners are able to articulate their understanding of different art forms and cultural 
contexts, indicating a broadening of their perspectives and developing a respect for 
diversity in the arts.

• Pupils regularly engage in self-assessment and peer feedback processes, showing 
an ability to critique their work constructively and make informed decisions about 
improvements.

We believe our art curriculum not only enhances the educational experience of our 
pupils but also prepares them for a future where creativity and innovation are essential. 
Our commitment to continual improvement ensures that we strive for excellence, 
aligning with Ofsted's outstanding criteria.


